Vancouver Sun Digital

A16

BASI-VIRK TRIAL

Premier’s chief of staff denies ‘fix was in’ to sell BC Rail

Il WESTCOAST NEWS

BY NEAL HALL

VANCOUVER SUit

Premier Gordon Campbell’s
chief of staff denied defence
allegations Thursday that gov-

“What I'm is the
fix was in and Gordon Cumr’vh-ll
wanted to sell BC Rail," defence
lawyer Kevin McCullough said
to Martyn Brown during cross-
examination.

“I would emphatically, to my

er pp i BC Rail
board members adopted a “fail-
ure strategy” to justify the sale
of the railway to CN Rail.

ledge, deny that,” Brown
replied at the political corrup-
tion trial of Dave Basi, Bob Virk
and Aneal Basi,

“I'm going to suggest to you
that you had these conver-
sations with Mr. Virk,” said
McCullough, who represents
Virk, “that CN was getting the
rail line and that it was the
decision of Gordon Campbell.”

“Wrong. Incorrect,” Brown
replied.

The deal was controversial
because Campbell had made

an election promise not to sell
BC Rail.

Brown also rcjm'lcd
McCullough's contention that
BC Rail had made an operating

rofit in each of the 21 years
E(-fnre the government decided
to privatize it.

“That's not my understand-
ing,” Brown testified. “It was
losing money and wasn't
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profitable.”

He added: “It was saddled
with debt.”

Virk's lawyer previously
alleged the “fix was in™ to award
CN the contract to take over
BC Rail operations because
CN's chair, David McLean, had
been Campbell’s chief fund-
raiser during the 1996 election
campaign.

The Crown has alleged Dave
Basi and Bob Virk leaked con-
fidential information about the
BC Rail bidding process to a
lobbyist representing one of the
bidders in exchange for cash
and other benefits, and Aneal
Basi assisted in laundering
money by accepting cheques.
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THE HIGHEST STANDARDS OF

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY

The Northern Gateway Pipeline project will be built by
one of the Global 100 Most Sustainable Corporations
in the World and one of Canada’s greenest employers.

Environment and
Safety Measures

The pipeline will be buried underground
at a depth of one metre, which
meets or exceeds federal regulatory
depth requirements.

The route was carefully chosen to
minimize the number of sensitive water
crossings and avoid critical habitat.

Through Enbridge’s
Neutral Footprint Program,
Northern Gateway will work

with conservation and
environmental partners
to counter the impacts to
land and trees caused
by the project.

NEUTRAL
FOOTPRINT

Tree for a tree

Planting a tree for every
tree removed to create the
pipeline right-of-way

Ensuring Safe Passage

All tankers visiting Kitimat will be safely
guided by certified marine pilots. These
master mariners know the intricacies of
BC'’s coastline and work together with the
captains of ships to safely navigate
vessels into our ports,

Environmental Protection

A team of over two hundred
environmental experts and scientists
carefully examined the proposed route,
focusing on marine biology, soil,

vegetation, wildlife, water resources,

The pipeline will be monitored and fish, archaeology and other areas.

controlled 24/7 from our operations centre. Acre for an acre

Setting aside an acre of land for

The findings of their analysis were
incorporated into our planning to ensure
Well-proven environmental safeguards, habitat conservation for every acre safe and environmentally responsible
including safety control valves and leak of wilderness impacted construction and operations.

detection systems will be implemented. »

All vessels entering the Kitimat Marine
Terminal will be modern and double-
hulled and will be escorted by custom-
built tugs.

Kilowatt for a kilowatt

Creating a kilowatt of renewable
power for every kilowatt of power
used by pipeline operations

We’re building more than pipelines

l * We're building sustainable communities through jobs
ENBRIDGE
NORTHERN

GRATEWAY PIPELINES

and investment. And we are doing it to the highest

standards of safety and environmental responsibility.

To learn more, visit northerngateway.ca
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